
 
 

Nomination Form 
 
A.1 Public Profile of Nominee 

Name of Nominee: CHARIS LIAU 

Company: MINTEREST PRIVATE LIMITED 

LinkedIn Profile: Click Here 

Position in Committee being nominated for: 

ORDINARY COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 

A.2 State if any professional memberships/certifications: 

1. Bachelor’s Degree in Accountancy (First Class Honours) from NTU, Singapore 

2. Certificate in Fintech from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

3. Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charter holder from the CFA Institute 

 

A.3 State your professional experience and expertise: 

 

Role Association Companies 

1. Co-Founder & CEO - Minterest Private Limited 

2. Marketplace Lending Sub-

Committee Member  

Singapore FinTech 

Association (SFA) 

- 

 

I co-founded Minterest in 2016, a leading non-bank fintech group with dual licenses from the 

MAS and Ministry of Law focused on bringing financial inclusion to corporate and individual 

borrowers. My role as group CEO is to lead, drive and deliver on the Group’s business strategy, 

initiatives and technology innovation. I have 20 years of professional banking and finance 

experience in Asian markets where prior to founding Minterest, I was with a regional boutique 

consultancy and had also spent over a decade with Standard Chartered Bank, spanning 

relationship management (Singapore and China), structured and asset finance for large and 

local corporates across Asia. 

 

I am presently serving on the Alumni Advisory Board of Nanyang Business School, Nanyang 

Technological University. 

 

A.4 Personal Statement  

I am passionate about financial services and making a difference to borrowers and investors, 

unlocking investment opportunities as demonstrated in my leadership role in Minterest as a 

leading digital investment platform for private debt and real estate investment products. As 

founder, I create a business network of opportunities within industry associations (eg. SCCCI, 

SBF, SFA etc) as well as partnerships with various corporates and institutions. During 2020, I 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/charis-liau-61341a14/
http://www.minterest.sg/


 
 

facilitated the set up and deployment of the S$8 million SME Help Fund during COVID-19 

crisis, which was the “first of a kind” from the private sector, launched in mid-February 2020 

as a quick response to extend help to SMEs which were facing liquidity crunch in their business 

because of the outbreak. 

 

This has been recognized by the fintech industry with the recent SFA Fintech Awards where I 

was recognized as both the top Fintech Leader as well as top Women in Fintech 2020. If I were 

elected to the Committee, I will contribute at the industry level in further developing 

Singapore’s fintech eco-system as a leading fintech hub, strengthening partnerships and 

collaborations, and financial innovation and adoption for the industry as a whole. 

 

A.5 Contribution to the Committee and the SFA community: 

If I was elected, I would like to contribute in the following areas (not exhaustive): 

 

• Grow user demand and outreach – for the fintech industry to thrive and attract more 

talent, there must be a ready pool of users and customers who will adopt, use and pay 

for their innovative services. I would facilitate more outreach events to raise 

awareness of fintech digital solutions, as well as drive partnerships and collaboration 

across fintechs to support each other, leveraging on the network within SFA to build 

up each other’s user base, revenues and profitability.  

 

• Sustainability – with the importance of ESG and sustainable financing, fintechs can 

play a role in the development of sustainable and green finance in the region. As a 

major financial centre, fintech lenders can facilitate and promote sustainable 

financing, including considering ESG criteria in their lending decisions. Minterest had 

recently facilitated a S$5 sustainable financing for a local independent power 

producer recently and I aim to create more awareness amongst the industry that we 

can contribute positively to corporates’ sustainability practices and support a low-

carbon future.  

 

• Strengthen partnership and collaboration with associations – work and deepen 

partnerships with associations (domestic and foreign) to cross pollinate, cross sell and 

collaborate on various initiatives and programmes to help fintechs source for capital, 

acquire customers, identify new business opportunities, adopt best practices and 

expand overseas etc. 

 

• Participation in industry guidelines and standards – work with the MAS and industry 

to develop common industry disclosure, guidelines and standards. 


